THE  FORMATION  OF  THE   KINGDOM  OF   FRANCE

conceived die notion that a holy war would increase the prestige of the
Church and at the same time would discipline the knighthood. It is
easier to direct warlike instincts than to suppress them, and a com-
bination of penance and battle should prove pleasing to the knights,
who loved valiant strokes of the sword and feared eternal torments.
Less religious motives likewise played a part: Italian merchants wished
to re-establish their trade with the Orient and great lords hoped to carve
out fresh principalities for themselves. The First Crusade was primarily a
French operation. Pope Urban II was a Frenchman; France was the
cradle of chivalry; her nobles asked for nothing better than to embark
upon this sublime adventure.

The First Crusade was preached by Urban II at the Council of Cler-
mont in 1095. Peter the Hermit, astride his mule, wandered all over
France enlisting men of the people under die banner of die cross. This
poor men's Crusade was touching and ill fated. The greater part of
its forces perished before reaching Jerusalem. The Crusade of the knights,
better organized, was supplied by sea, thanks to the merchants of Italy.
Three armies crossed Europe by three different routes. But their discipline
was not equal to dieir enthusiasm. Each soldier, pilgrim and adventurer
in one, changed leaders the moment he diought he had a ground for
complaint. The great princes sought kingdoms for themselves just as
much as diey sought the glory of God. Alexius Comnenus, Emperor of
Constantinople, was appalled at die arrival of these hordes. Yet in the
end he came to an agreement with dieir leaders and lent them aid. Asia
Minor was occupied and Jerusalem taken in 1099. A kingdom of Jerusa-
lem was set up as a feudal State, the sovereign and barons of which were
French, Thus die French tongue and civilization in die Near East
acquired a privileged position.

Relations between the Crusaders and the infidels became better than
one would readily have imagined. Friendships were sealed. The two
cultures interpenetrated to the great profit of both, one of many occasions
on which, dirough contact widi the East, die Western mind has become
aware of its own essential nature and reserves of strength. Just as the
Persian wars coincided with the finest period of Greek diought, so too
the Crusades were to mark the beginning of a European rebirdi. For
three centuries they fixed the world's commercial and maritime centres.
Marseilles, Genoa and Venice, embarkation points for the Crusaders,
became great cities, where inns were erected for the use of pilgrims. The
policing of the Mediterranean was guaranteed by the military orders of
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